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Work Studies  Satisfactory  Year 9
Portfolio summary
This portfolio of student work shows that the student can understand the importance and components of
selfdirected and lifelong learning (WS1). The student can investigate the skills and personal qualities
associated with a range of occupations (WS1, WS2, WS3, WS4) and explain the importance of teamwork
and collaboration. They are able to identify the types and purposes of communication in workplaces,
including social media. They can explain the relationships between selfawareness and career planning
resources (WS4). They can investigate the changes occurring in work, workplaces and workrelated
relationships and the factors contributing to the changes. They can identify opportunities associated with
these changes. The student can identify the contribution of diverse cultures to work and workplaces. They
can describe formal and informal recruitment processes.
The student can plan and implement strategies to improve their learning and strengthen their individual
learning skills. They can research and analyse information, organise teams, and communicate effectively
using appropriate types of communications in a given context (WS2, WS4). They are able to research and
filter relevant career information resources (WS2, WS4). They can create career scenarios and identify
the skills to manage career transitions (WS1). They can collect and evaluate data and information to draw
conclusions about changes to work arrangements (WS3) and their potential impact on their future. The
student can synthesise data and information to form reasoned conclusions (WS1, WS4). They can
present their findings and explanations (WS2, WS4)

Seeking workplace information
Sample summary
In groups, students visited workplaces that most closely aligned with their interests. Students were asked to
prepare a set of interview questions that could be asked of a human resource person in the workplace.
They visited the workplace and conducted an interview. When they returned to school they were required to
write a report or a narrative on the results of their research.
Prior to the task, interview techniques were demonstrated and students participated in a mock interview.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
By the end of Year 9 students understand the importance and components of selfdirected and lifelong
learning. They investigate the skills and personal qualities associated with a range of occupations and explain
the importance of teamwork and collaboration. They identify the types and purposes of communication in
workplaces, including social media. Students understand entrepreneurial behaviours and their importance for
work and in addressing a range of challenges. They explain the relationships between selfawareness and
career planning resources. They investigate the changes occurring in work, workplaces and workrelated
relationships and the factors contributing to the changes. They identify opportunities associated with these
changes. Students identify the contribution of diverse cultures to work and workplaces. They describe formal
and informal recruitment processes.
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Students plan and implement strategies to improve their learning and strengthen their individual learning
skills. Students research and analyse information, organise teams, and communicate effectively using
appropriate types of communications in a given context. They propose explanations and predict outcomes.
Students practise entrepreneurial skills and attributes and propose actions in response to identified work and
community challenges. They research and filter relevant career information resources. Students create career
scenarios and identify the skills to manage career transitions. Students collect and evaluate data and
information to draw conclusions about changes to work arrangements and their potential impact on their
future. Students synthesise data and information to form reasoned conclusions. Students present their
findings and explanations.
Industry research

Annotations

1
2

Annotation 1
Uses interview
questions provided to the
group to identify career
information relating to
physiotherapy and operating
in a physiotherapy business
1

Annotation 2
Identifies and
communicates basic
information and records
responses to interview
questions
2

Annotations
1

2

Annotation 1
Identifies the types and
purposes of communication in
a workplace
1

Annotation 2
Identifies personal
qualities and a limited range of
skills associated with
physiotherapy occupations
2

Journal writing: Dress and hygiene
Sample summary
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Students were part of a mixedability, multiaged class of combined Year 9 and Year 10 students.
The task was undertaken as a part of a sequence of six 30minute lessons about potential workplace issues.
Through journal writing, students were required to respond to and reflect on articles and experiences relating
to issues in the workplace. The students discussed articles in a class group and reflected on their own
experiences. They were supported by the explicit teaching of journal writing.
Extracts relate personal hygiene and appropriate dress for the workplace.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
By the end of Year 9 students understand the importance and components of selfdirected and lifelong
learning. They investigate the skills and personal qualities associated with a range of occupations and explain
the importance of teamwork and collaboration. They identify the types and purposes of communication in
workplaces, including social media. Students understand entrepreneurial behaviours and their importance for
work and in addressing a range of challenges. They explain the relationships between selfawareness and
career planning resources. They investigate the changes occurring in work, workplaces and workrelated
relationships and the factors contributing to the changes. They identify opportunities associated with these
changes. Students identify the contribution of diverse cultures to work and workplaces. They describe formal
and informal recruitment processes.
Students plan and implement strategies to improve their learning and strengthen their individual learning
skills. Students research and analyse information, organise teams, and communicate effectively using
appropriate types of communications in a given context. They propose explanations and predict outcomes.
Students practise entrepreneurial skills and attributes and propose actions in response to identified work and
community challenges. They research and filter relevant career information resources. Students create career
scenarios and identify the skills to manage career transitions. Students collect and evaluate data and
information to draw conclusions about changes to work arrangements and their potential impact on their
future. Students synthesise data and information to form reasoned conclusions. Students present their
findings and explanations.
Journal entries

Annotations
1
Annotation 1
Reflects on an article to
draw conclusions about the
importance of personal
hygiene in the workplace
1

2

Annotation 2
Records conclusions
about dress and personal
appearance appropriate to the
workplace
2

Australian Curriculum
ACARA | The Australian Curriculum
The Australian Curriculum is licensed under Creative Commons.

Australian Curriculum

Enterprise project
Sample summary
This group of students was drawn from a class of mixedability students learning through STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) enterprise project work. Students were asked to complete an
action project which demonstrates entrepreneurial behaviour.
The students worked with a business mentor to identify a suitable enterprise project which would be
completed with the support of company personnel and school teaching staff. The group took responsibility for
organising, negotiating and planning the project and, on its completion, presenting the outcome to the
business.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
By the end of Year 9 students understand the importance and components of selfdirected and lifelong
learning. They investigate the skills and personal qualities associated with a range of occupations and explain
the importance of teamwork and collaboration. They identify the types and purposes of communication in
workplaces, including social media. Students understand entrepreneurial behaviours and their importance for
work and in addressing a range of challenges. They explain the relationships between selfawareness and
career planning resources. They investigate the changes occurring in work, workplaces and workrelated
relationships and the factors contributing to the changes. They identify opportunities associated with these
changes. Students identify the contribution of diverse cultures to work and workplaces. They describe formal
and informal recruitment processes.
Students plan and implement strategies to improve their learning and strengthen their individual learning
skills. Students research and analyse information, organise teams, and communicate effectively using
appropriate types of communications in a given context. They propose explanations and predict outcomes.
Students practise entrepreneurial skills and attributes and propose actions in response to identified work and
community challenges. They research and filter relevant career information resources. Students create career
scenarios and identify the skills to manage career transitions. Students collect and evaluate data and
information to draw conclusions about changes to work arrangements and their potential impact on their
future. Students synthesise data and information to form reasoned conclusions. Students present their
findings and explanations.
Enterprise project
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1

Annotations
Annotation 1
Explores skills
associated with the needs of
the family business
1

2

Annotation 2
Demonstrates
entrepreneurial skills to initiate
and propose actions in
response to a commercial
challenge
2

Annotations
Annotation 1
Communicates
effectively producing
computergenerated
illustrations to support the
marketing of a product
1

1
2

Annotation 2
Presents project
outcomes in a variety of
computergenerated
illustrations
2

Reflections on a shadow day
Sample summary
Students were part of a mixedability, multiaged class of combined Year 9 and Year 10 students. In
cooperation with the teacher, students negotiated a day to shadow a person working in an occupation of
interest. Prior to the experience, students prepared questions to be asked in the workplace. They recorded
the resulting information and their observations throughout the day. Later, students prepared a journal entry
summarising the shadow day experience and reflecting on its relevance to their own vocational pathway.
The task was undertaken as an independent learning activity requiring initiative and selfmanagement.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
By the end of Year 9 students understand the importance and components of selfdirected and lifelong
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By the end of Year 9 students understand the importance and components of selfdirected and lifelong
learning. They investigate the skills and personal qualities associated with a range of occupations and explain
the importance of teamwork and collaboration. They identify the types and purposes of communication in
workplaces, including social media. Students understand entrepreneurial behaviours and their importance for
work and in addressing a range of challenges. They explain the relationships between selfawareness and
career planning resources. They investigate the changes occurring in work, workplaces and workrelated
relationships and the factors contributing to the changes. They identify opportunities associated with these
changes. Students identify the contribution of diverse cultures to work and workplaces. They describe formal
and informal recruitment processes.
Students plan and implement strategies to improve their learning and strengthen their individual learning
skills. Students research and analyse information, organise teams, and communicate effectively using
appropriate types of communications in a given context. They propose explanations and predict outcomes.
Students practise entrepreneurial skills and attributes and propose actions in response to identified work and
community challenges. They research and filter relevant career information resources. Students create career
scenarios and identify the skills to manage career transitions. Students collect and evaluate data and
information to draw conclusions about changes to work arrangements and their potential impact on their
future. Students synthesise data and information to form reasoned conclusions. Students present their
findings and explanations.
Journal entries

Annotations
1
Annotation 1
Identifies practical
questions to be asked on a
shadow day when researching
the potential role of a
teacher’s aide in a special
school
1

2
3

Annotation 2
Records responses to
questions about the role of a
teacher’s aide
2

Annotation 3
Records practical
information about the role of a
teacher’s aide with occasional
reference to the function of
teaching
3

Australian Curriculum
ACARA | The Australian Curriculum
The Australian Curriculum is licensed under Creative Commons.

Australian Curriculum

Annotations
Annotation 1
Identifies emotional
responses to work in a special
school and to the school
environment
1

1
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Annotations
Annotation 1
Reflects on personal
capacities and interest relating
to work in a special school
1

1
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